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Music Rights Agreement

Licensor: ____________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________ 

City, State: ____________________________________

This Synchronization License Agreement (“License”) is made and entered into this 


______ day of ______________, 200__, by and between ________________________

(“Licensor”), representing the band __________________, and ___________________ 


(“Composer”), representing the independent film company _______________________.

1. Licensor grants to Composer the nonexclusive, irrevocable right, license, privilege and authority to record (on film or videotape) and use the musical compositions and recordings entitled

_____________________________________________________________ in 

synchronization or timed relation with the film production currently entitled 

“______________”.

2. Licensor authorizes Composer to use or cause to be used the aforesaid musical compositions and recordings in conjunction with the aforesaid film production in any manner he deems fit including, but not limited to, the purpose of advertising and exploiting said film production and the right to license and distribute the aforesaid musical compositions in conjunction with said film production throughout the world on any medium or forum, whether now known or hereinafter created.

3. The musical compositions and recordings licensed pursuant to this agreement shall not be distributed or exploited separately or independently of said film production.

4. Licensor hereby represents and warrants that he/she has the full legal right, power and authority to grant this license and that the performance rights to the aforesaid musical compositions and recordings are available for license through SOCAN, ASCAP, BMI, or SESAC.

5. Licensor warrants, represents and agrees that Licensor will obtain in writing all requisite consents and permissions of labor organizations, the copyright owners and the Artist (if applicable) whose performances are embodied in the compositions and recordings and that Licensor will pay all re-use payments, fees, royalties and other sums required to be paid for such consents and permission, in connection with Composer’s use of the compositions and recordings. If Composer so requires, Licensor will obtain such persons and deliver to him any documents that he requires to confirm that they will not look to Composer for any payments in connection with compositions and recordings in the film production. Licensor will indemnify and hold _______________________ (film company) and its officers and directors harmless from any and all claims, liabilities, losses, damages and expenses including, without limitation, attorneys’ fees and legal expenses arising from any breach of Licensor’s warranties, representations or covenants under this license, or in any way resulting from or connected with Composer’s use of the compositions and recordings.

6. The term of this license is for the worldwide period of all copyrights in and to the musical compositions and recordings and any and all renewals or extensions thereof that Licensor may now or hereafter own or control.

7. The rights granted herein shall insure to the benefit of _______________________ (film company), its licensees, successors and assigns.

8. Composer agrees to give Licensor one (1) copy of the finished film.

9. Composer agrees to pay Licensor 2% (two percent) of any net profits made off of the film. Licensor may distribute this amount among band members as seen fit.

Date_______________________ Signature______________________________

Tips...

As with the cast/crew contract, be specific on what the band will receive in return for letting you use the song(s).

***DISCLAIMER*** The contract and forms on this site are SAMPLES, and may not be used for anything other than serving as a reference guide for the format of such forms. I am not a lawyer, nor do I try to be. I have posted these samples in hopes that other filmmakers will find them a helpful guide in creating their own legal forms.

